
ANNUAL

2024
REPORT

Presented
May 20, 2025



GOVERNMENT
STAKEHOLDERS
Olmsted County
City of Rochester

STAFF
MEMBERS
Wayne Gannaway
Executive Director

Valerie Wassmer
Associate Director/
Education Director

Brian Boettcher
Buildings and Grounds
Manager

Darla Buss
Member Services
Coordinator

Ashley Evans
Rental and Special
Events Coordinator

Molli Funk
Interim Historic
Mayowood Site Manager

Patrick Gannaway
Facilities and Grounds
Coordinator

Krista Lewis
Archivist
Dan Nowakowski
Collections Manager

Barb Whipple
Accountant

2

OUR VISION
To become a gathering place for
the broader community that
inspires and encourages the
exploration of history.

OUR MISSION
Give people of all ages and backgrounds
access and opportunity to learn about the
past through interpretive programs and
exhibits, research, publications and events.

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Mark Warner
President

Ben King
Vice President

Dr. Paul Scanlon
Past President

Linda Willihnganz
Secretary  

Katherine Lutzke
Treasurer

Dave Senjem
Olmsted County
Board of Commissioners
Representative

Kyle Benish
Jordan Cepress
Jean Marvin
Amanda Mikhail
Kerry Olsen
Dan Penz
Josefina Pozas
Christine Rule
Jim Suk
Samuel Wick

BUSINESS SPONSORS
City of Rochester
DHS Resettlement Program Office - COE Team
Home Federal Savings Bank
Macken Funeral Home
Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research
Medica
Minnesota Energy Resources
Olmsted Medical Center

Rochester Commercial
     Banks Association
Smith Schafer and Associates
Think Bank
Tom Kadlec Honda
United Way of Olmsted County
Winona State University-Rochester
Zumbro Aerie Eagles #2228

MAYOWOOD
GUIDES
Jean Joyce Williams
Historic Mayowood
Site Assistant Manager

Carolyn Barsness
Grace Curry
Patrick Dean
Marcia Goodmanson
Nancy Hedger
Joan Hunziker-Dean
Dana Knaak
Kathy Lamb
Megan Magnuson
John McKee
Claudia Meier
Elizabeth Schmidt
Judy Smithson
John Wiater



Iris Anderson
Jane Barton
Kyle Benish
Coralee Grebe and Ray Bills
Breanna Bly
Brian and Jo Boettcher
Katherine Bradley
Bill Bruner
Rory Burke
Jane Cabaya
Abby Carisch
Elizabeth Clemens
Grace Curry
Susan Dahmus
Kersten Danielson
Steve and Nancy DeVinny
Cayson DeVinny
Greta Eckel
David Edens
Robert Flanders
Braden Freedman
Rebecca Gannaway
Patrick Gannaway
Jeanette Gardner
Corinne Giesen
Marcia Goodmanson
Erik Goodmanson
Sophia Grivna
Robert Haeussinger
Susan Hansen
Gordon Haubenschild
Lee Hilgendorf
Marlene Hopkins
Devon Hugdahl
Dana Hyberger
Sandra Johnson
Linnea Keire
Sean Kettelkamp

Arjun Khurana
Diane and Zach Klaus
Jeanne Klein
Dana and Prudy Knaak
Cathy Knopp
Halle Kruse
William Laudon
Brian and Jill Leary
Dyllon Lohmann
Beverly and Duane Madsen
Aditya Manikonda
Santiago Martinez
Jean Marvin
Steve McCauley
Sophia McDonald
Barb Meyer
Karen Meyer
Linda Meyer
Bruce Miller
Louise Moe
Victoria Moua
Kenneth Mueller
Renee Nation
Beth Nienow
Makenna Nigon
Kerry and Carole Olsen
Michele Parker
Dan Penz
Kyle Pike
Beth Plaetzer
Diane Pollock
Margaret Pomerleau
Josefina Pozas
Mira Ratrout
Aurora Reil
Jessie Rodgers
George Romano
Madilyn Ross

Walter Rothwell
Christine Rule
Gayla Ryan
Joe Sackett
Wayne Sadecki
Mark Samson
Greg Sauve
Cari Schultz
Kirk Schumacher
Carol Sedlack
David Senjem
Loi Shah
Curt Shellum
Cecily Shumway
Charlie Smart
Victoria Snyder
Joan Taylor
Russ Turner
Elsa VanKoeverden
Jan Vitse
Thomas Weber
Stephanie Wentz
Virginia Wentzel
Gina Westra
Barb Whipple
Mark and Jean Williams
Chuck and Linda
     Willihnganz
Kahoo Yang
Julie Yost
Avery Zeone
Rochester Garden and
     Flower Club
Master Gardeners

BUILD CREW
Lou Behrens
James Dilling
Gordon Haubenschild
Gary Kerska
Louis and Marie-France
     Letendre
Dave Molnar
Ken Persons
Doug Rau
John Resman
Karen and Tim Swatosh
Jim Van Oosbree

HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS
Century
John Marshall
Lourdes
Mayo

VOLUNTEERS

Ken and Nancy Allsen
Steve and Nancy DeVinny
Sean Kettelkamp
Beverly and Duane Madsen
Mark and Jean Williams
Art Heads Emporium
Circle K Gas
Costco
Custom Retaining Walls and Landscape

IN-KIND SERVICES

3

Doses Produce
Family Tree Landscape Nursery, LLC.
Flapdoodles Ice Cream
Hy-Vee Crossroads
Kwik Trip
Prow Billboards
Rochester Concrete Products
Threshold Arts
Townsquare Media

VOLUNTEER HOURS
3,920.5



William and Caroline Adamson
Isaac Adepoju
Erin and Matthew Ahart-Hupy
Larry Albrecht
Carissa Albrecht
Carol Allis
Jeff Allman
Ken and Nancy Allsen
Neil Anderson
Robert Suk and Judy Stern
Vincent Andrada
Beverly Annis
Alice Atkinson
Shelby Atkinson
Tyler Aug
Lucy Bahn
Jim and Barb Baier
Lloyd Ballinger
Soloman Bass
Dorothy Bauman
Lora and Bill Beaupre
Michael Becker
Nancy Becker-Peterson
Dawn Beckley
Erika Beetcher
Robert Bell
Allison Benike
Richard Berg
Joy Bertsinger
Anthony J Bianco
Coralee Grebe and Ray Bills
Jeff Bilyeu
Alice and Gary Blom
Chris and Carrie Boes
Douglas and Cindy Boese
Kathy Bolin
Donald and Pat Borcherding
Sherrie and Denny Bowe
Thomas Brinkman
Charlie Brown
Nancy Brubaker
Gary Brubaker
Katie Brumfield
Bertine Buchan
Bruce Buller
Marilyn Burbank
Patricia Carlson
James Casady
Dan and Edith Castrodale
Amy Caucutt

Deb Christianson
Patricia and Leroy Christofferson
Amanda Coffman
Les and Sandy Cookman
Paula Craigo
Peggy Menzel and Ed Creagan
Peggy Cunderla
Susan Dahmus
Margaret Dalen
Barbara Chamberlain and
     David Daugherty
Sue and Norman Davies
Robert and Beverly DeBus
Susan Derby
Steve and Nancy DeVinny
Brenda Dicken
Chris Dietz
Lorraine Uthke and David Distal
Steven and Andrea Dittrich
John Dockerty
Kelly Doerr
Gary Donovan
Jane Douglas
David Dubbels
Sonja Dunn
David and Maryanne Edens
Loren Else
Titus and Carol Evans
Hollis and Pat Feeser
Judy Felten
Linda and Phil Ferguson
Gennadiy Fonar
Erwin Frederichs
David Freedman
William French
Dorothea Fritz
Mary Fuller
Lin Funk
Wallace Fye
Jeanette Gardner
Nancy and Robert Gee
Nancy Gilliland
Laura Gilliland
Alison and Andrew Good
Marcia Goodmanson
Charles Graham
Diane Graham
Mary Griffin
Martha Grogan
Vinod Gupta

Jeff Gustafson
Guy Hamernik
Julie Hammack
Josef Pleticha and Hana Pletichova
Susan and Steven Hansen
Mark Hansen
Richard Hanson
Jan Hanson
Don and Lydia Hanson
Gordon Haubenschild
Robert Hauser
Laura Hawkins
Lee and Kay Hilgendorf
Roy Hoffman
Alan and Judy Hoffman
Ilaya and Bob Hopkins
Phyllis House
Ingeborg Hunder
John and Mary Lou Hunziker
Patrick and Joan Hunziker Dean
John Huyber
John and Janice Iverson
William Jacobs
Ardis and Robert Jenkins
Hilary and Michael Joachim
Keith and Constance Johansen
Sandra Johnson
Jean Johnson
Patricia Johnson
Dorothy Jones
Jerry and Joan Karzmarzick
Hutton Kearney
Lorraine and Robert Keith
Lois Kennel
Sean Kettelkamp
Bonnie Kie
Teresa and Richard Kimlinger
Pat Kirkham
Larkin Klaus
Diane and Zach Klaus
Jeanne Klein
Ione Kloempken
Dana and Prudy Knaak
Jason Knight
John and Carol Koenigs
Jeff Korsmo
Patricia Krier
Richard Krom
Peggy Kuiper
Naveen Kumar

MEMBERS

4



Stevan and Sandra Kvenvold
Jennifer LaForgia
Patricia Lahey
Dan and Kathryn Larson
Jeff and Julie Larson Keller
Betty Lee
Jerome Lensing
Louis and Marie-France Letendre
Michael Liebenow
Ann Lien
Jerry and Betty Lobland
Brad Lory
Brenda Lozano
Barbara Luna
Kevin and Diane Lund
Carl and Evangeline Lundstrom
Katherine Lutzke
Stephen and Mai MacLennan
Beverly and Duane Madsen
Barbara Mahr
Cathryn Manduca
Martha Mangan
Rachel Marden
Jean Marvin
Susan Massey
Peter and Linda McConahey
Michael McGann
Bonnie and Michael McGoon
Mary Jane McHardy
John McKee
Mark and Kirsten McLaughlin
Kathleen and James McMullin
Shane McNamara
Virginia Mendenhall
Anne Messick
Johanna Meyer
Anne Miller
Susan Miller
Louise Moe
Marilyn Morem
Barton and Laurie Mork
Kenneth Mueller
Wayne and Renee Nation
Iris Neumann
Harold and Janice Neumann
Mark Neville
Michelle Nietz
Bernard and Julie Nigon
Steve Norton
Hannah Nyala

Gene and Marlys Ohnstad
Felix Okindo
Kerry and Carole Olsen
Rick Olsen
Curt and Barbara Olson
Sheri Olson
Dolores Onnen
Thomas Ostrom
Thomas and Linda Pagenkopf
Shaun Palmer
Leal Segura and Tim Parkin
Patricia Perkins
Karen Petersen
Ham and Suzanne Peterson
David and Joy Peterson
Kyle Pike
Beth Plaetzer
Irvin and Maureen Plitzuweit
Jean Pool
Joe Postier
Mary Poterucha Carter
Brian and Anne Purrington
Tamim Rajjo
Laurel Reeves
Heather Rightly
Amy Riley
Erik and Elizabeth Ritman
Walter Rocca
Daniel Rohe
Denise Rokke
George Romano
Richard Rossi
John Rother
Walter Rothwell
Beth Royalty
Christine and Andrew Rule
Gregory Russell
Jill and Saeid Sakhitab
Mark Samson
Manuel Sanchez-Palacios
Paula Santrach
Greg Sauve
Paul Scanlon
Gloria Schaar
Alan and Julie Schafer
Ann Scheid
Evelyn Schlichting
Dixie Schmidt
Elizabeth and Steven Schmidt
Tony Schmitt

Steven Schmitt
Tim and Renee Schmitt
Eileen Schneider
Susan Schroeder
Kirk Schumacher
Curt and Kim Schumacher
Joy Schwab
Martha and Roger Schwartz
Janet and Stan Schwarze
Sarah and Benjamin Scott
Rosie and Verdon Seegmiller
Julie and Jamey Shandley
Kathleen and Michael Shaw
Mary (Jo Ann) Sheldon
Curt and Jane Shellum
James and Judy Sloan
Judy Smithson
Chris and Beth Sola
Lance Sorensen
Barb Sorensen
Linda Sprenger
Carol Cook and Thomas Steen
James Steenburgh
Jen Steinberg
Pat Stephenson
Marilyn Stewart
Mary Stoddard
Gerald Stoppel
Janice Strand
Steve Strauss
Jim Suk
Thomas Sundry
Don and Stephanie Supalla
Sharon Tackmann
Joan Taylor
Bruce and Paulette Teigen
Sandy Thalmann
Romayne Thompson
George Thompson
Robert and Michelle Thomsen
Mary Till
Brian and Peg Tlougan
Stephen and Julie Troutman
Robert Tweten
Monica VanKirk
Ella and Glenn Vanlaningham
Paul Velsor
Karen Vinje
Donna Walsh
Mark and Mary Ellen Warner

5



MEMBERS

6

HISTORY MAKERS
Ken and Nancy Allsen
Tarja Anderson
Neil Anderson
Beverly Annis
Alice Atkinson
Lucy Bahn
Jim and Barb Baier
Dorothy Bauman
Lora and Bill Beaupre
Audrey Betcher
Anthony J Bianco
Douglas and Cindy Boese
Kathy Bolin
Donald and Pat Borcherding
Thomas Brinkman
Charlie Brown
Nancy Brubaker
Bertine Buchan
Marilyn Burbank
Daniel and Julia Caesar
Patricia Carlson
Dan and Edith Castrodale
Amy Caucutt
Patricia and Leroy Christofferson
Carol Cornwell
Paula Craigo
Peggy Menzel and Ed Creagan
Susan Dahmus
Barbara Chamberlain and
     David Daugherty
Brenda Dicken
Lorraine Uthke and David Distal
Allen Dollerschell
Eric Eckberg

Sharyn and Leo Eischen
Loren Else
Titus and Carol Evans
Hollis and Pat Feeser
Jim Ford
Wallace Fye
Susan Gannaway
Nancy Gilliland
Mark Hansen
Gordon Haubenschild
Patricia Haugarth
Robert Hauser
Lee and Kay Hilgendorf
Alan and Judy Hoffman
Roy Hoffman
John and Mary Lou Hunziker
Patrick and Joan Hunziker Dean
Keith and Constance Johansen
Lorraine and Robert Keith
Lois Kennel
Sean Kettelkamp
Jeanne Klein
John and Carol Koenigs
Melissa Kohler
Jeff Korsmo
John and Judith Kruesel
Betty Lee
Louis and Marie-France Letendre
Ann Lien
Brenda Lozano
Kevin and Diane Lund
Beverly and Duane Madsen
Barbara Mahr
Martha Mangan

Jean Marvin
Stan and Amy Mayer
Peter and Linda McConahey
Mary Jane McHardy
Kathleen and James McMullin
Anne Miller
Louise Moe
Marilyn Morem
Kenneth Mueller
Wayne and Renee Nation
Harold and Janice Neumann
Deborah Newman
Michelle Nietz
Bernard and Julie Nigon
Gene and Marlys Ohnstad
Kerry and Carole Olsen
Thomas Ostrom
Shaun Palmer
Dan Penz
Patricia Perkins
David and Joy Peterson
Ham and Suzanne Peterson
Rebecca Pierce
Beth Plaetzer
Irvin and Maureen Plitzuweit
Joe Postier
Brian and Anne Purrington
Daniel Rohe
Dick and Joanne Rosener
Christine and Andrew Rule
Paul Scanlon
Gloria Schaar
Alan and Julie Schafer
Ann Scheid

Dain Waters
Bob Webb
Thomas Weber
Chuck Weisbrod
James and Stephanie Wendorff
Virginia Wentzel
Karen Wetherell
Sue and Philip Wheeler
Barb Whipple
John Wiater
Samuel Wick

Kristine Wiens
Colleen Wiginton
Lloyd Fritzvold and Carol Willett
Tom Williams
Mark and Jean Williams
Jane Bisel and Stevenson Williams
Aileen Williams
Chuck and Linda Willihnganz
Merlyn and Twila Winter
Kim Wiseman
Lanny Witter

Dennis Wong
Joyce Wood
Scott and Betty Wright
Virginia Wright-Peterson
Rebecca Wulff
Jay and Karen Young
Jane Yunginger
Renee Ziemer
Daughters of the American Revolution
Lowertown Neighborhood Association



Evelyn Schlichting
Steven Schmitt
Curt and Kim Schumacher
Kirk Schumacher
Rosie and Verdon Seegmiller
Julie and Jamey Shandley
Mary (Jo Ann) Sheldon
Curt and Jane Shellum
James and Judy Sloan
Judy Smithson
Marilyn Stewart
Gerald Stoppel
Jim Suk
Don and Stephanie Supalla
Cynthia Swanson
Sandy Thalmann
James and Deborah Tilbury
Mary Till
Stephen and Julie Troutman
Ella and Glenn Vanlaningham
Paul Velsor
Karen Vinje

7

Mark and Mary Ellen Warner
Virginia Wentzel
Karen Wetherell
Sue and Philip Wheeler
Barb Whipple
Samuel Wick
Lloyd Fritzvold and Carol Willett
Mark and Jean Williams
Jane Bisel and Stevenson Williams
Chuck and Linda Willihnganz
Merlyn and Twila Winter
Scott and Betty Wright
Virginia Wright-Peterson
Jane Yunginger
Renee Ziemer
Alan Calavano Library Fund
Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation
Charles E. Gagnon Museum and
 Sculpture Garden, Inc
City Of Rochester
Civil War Round Table

Daughters of the American 
     Revolution
Friends of Mayowood/Mayowood
     Residence Collection
History Mystery Remitter
Jason Wilker Retaining Walls
     and Paving
JW Ranch
Kristiania Lodge #47 Sons of 
     Norway Lodge
Kruesel General Merchandise and  
     Auction Co.
McMonigal Architects, LLC
Minnesota Historical Society
Rochester Area Foundation
Rochester Commercial Banks 
     Association
Schmitt Automotive Repair
Seneca Foods Foundation
Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill-Byron
Zumbro Aerie Eagles #2228



8

LEADERSHIP’S MESSAGE

By Mark Warner

By Valerie Wassmer

The past year has been peppered with challenges but accompanied by
tremendous opportunities as we look forward to growing the value of the
History Center of Olmsted County for our members, county residents, and
visitors. The transition of former Executive Director, Wayne Gannaway, to
the remarkable, enthusiastic Valerie Wassmer, accompanied by highly
capable new staff members, allows us to plan and implement major
expansions in our educational programs and added growth to our
membership. For example, the 2025-6 academic year will see all Rochester
Public School third-grade students resume field trips to our campus. All
county sixth-grader students will have the opportunity to have free one-
year family memberships at the History Center. Importantly, this past year
has continued a turn towards stronger operational financial performance,
a direction that will lead to sustained financial stability.

We now announce our new Master Plan and Phase 1 of its
implementation, the complete restoration and historic activation of the
Stoppel Farmstead and its three buildings on the National Registry of
Historic Places. We have spent the first $1.1 million of Phase 1 on restoring
the farmstead’s smokehouse and stabilizing the barn. By 2026, the barn
restoration will be completed, followed in 2027 by the opening of the
revitalized stone house and beautification of the farmstead with
historically accurate landscaping.  Our new capital campaign will support
Phase 1 and open the doors to Phase 2, the expansion and rejuvenation of
the History Center building and surrounding campus. Over a period of
approximately seven years, the entire campus will be revitalized and
designed with the flexibility that will be needed to meet the historical,
archival, and educational needs of our county and its more than 3 million
annual visitors for years to come.

Thank you for your dedication to the History Center of Olmsted County. It
is an exciting time for all of us in the organization.

I was lucky enough to join the staff of the History Center of Olmsted
County in June of 2024. Since that time, I have gained additional insight
and knowledge about Olmsted County, met amazing volunteers and
individuals associated with the History Center, worked with a dedicated
board of directors, and have had the privilege of working with some
extremely talented staff members!

The future of the History Center of Olmsted County is bright, we have
increased our memberships, brought new people to our facilities,
strengthened our relationship with affiliated groups like the Mechanical
History Roundtable, the Daughters of the American Revolution, and the
Rochester Roosters. I look forward to the future and our continued growth
as a valuable resource for the people of Rochester and Olmsted County.
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COLLECTIONS
While the collections departments took in fewer
donations than in 2023 per a revised Collections
Management Policy, they still managed to catalog
about the same amount of items. A lot of attention in
2024 turned toward the deaccession or removal of
materials from the collection that did not meet
HCOC’s collecting criteria. This included a lot of
broken, incomplete, or duplicate artifacts stored in the
Stoppel barn, which needed to be cleared out for
rehabilitation work to be conducted. This work will
continue into 2025 as the collections departments
strive for a stronger, more usable collection.

PROGRAMS & EVENTS
With a new Education Director starting in June, the
education department had several goals this year,
including providing more family programming for our
community, increasing our involvement with the
Rochester Public Schools, and expanding our lecture
series. In the remaining six months of 2024, from June
to December 31 , the History Center provided 14
events for families, hosted three school groups, held
six planning meetings with RPS, and arranged nine
speakers for our lecture series. While we are incredibly
proud of what was accomplished in six months, there
is much still to do.

st

MAYOWOOD
The 2024 season at Historic Mayowood was a year of growth.
There was an increase in visitors from the 2023 season in both
regular season ticket sales and Christmas season sales. The
Mayowood guides spent the year refining their tours through the
use of interpretation techniques and immersing themselves in an
updated script. The Women of Mayowood: Mothers, Daughters
and Staff specialty tour and exhibit that was held on July 13th and
July 14th offered visitors a more inclusive look at Mayowood by
interpreting the stories of the three generations of Mayo women
and their staff who resided at the historic estate. These
educational tours, along with never-before-seen artifacts, enabled
guests to learn about the women’s triumphs and tragedies, how
they influenced society, stories that were hidden by time, and the
women’s personal success. Guests who visited during the holiday
season were able to step into a world of wonder and delight as
they journeyed through diverse cultures and traditions, all
centered on the joyous spirit of Christmas. Passport included!  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
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MUSEUM ATTENDANCE
4,175 total attendees

CATALOGED ITEMS
65 donations

TOTAL ITEMS
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47%
Salaries,
Wages
& Benefits

2024 FINANCIALS
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SOURCES OF REVENUE OPERATING EXPENSES

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

20%
Fees,

Admissions
& Programs

2%
Rental

Income
1%
Investment
Income

3%
City
Support

1%
Misc.
Income

28%
Contributions

2%
Memberships

3%
Special Events

19%
Grants $1,152,799

Total
Revenues

$1,199,372
Total

Expenses

6%
Utilities

4%
Repairs & Maintenance

6%
Depreciation

18%
Restoration,

Preservation
& Collection Care

19%
Other

Revenues
Olmsted County
City of Rochester
Contributions and grant income
Special events, net
Memberships
Fees, admissions, and programs, net
Rental income
Investment income
Miscellaneous income
Total Revenues

Expenses
Salaries, wages, and benefits
Utilities, waste removal, and security monitoring
Repairs and maintenance
Supplies, postage, and printing
Collection care
Professional fees
Contracted services
Insurance
Advertising
Telephone, internet, computer software and supplies
Exhibits
Travel, dues, conferences, meals, and entertainment
Depreciation
Total Expenses
Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets

2024
$   239,515

37,500
539,935
36,956
15,770

234,651
26,303
16,934

5,235
1,152,799

2023
$   239,515

28,080
247,381
13,059
12,975

194,614
25,536
13,980

1,417
776,557

Variance
$             -

9,420
292,554

23,897
2,795

40,037
767

2,954
3,818

376,242

568,978
69,521
42,610
40,491
23,188
37,375

243,844
23,474
45,412

30,944
3,363

952
69,220

1,199,372
$   (46,573)

498,119
63,016
23,977
28,455
4,826

40,950
187,920

18,317
36,397
31,160
2,148
6,546

64,872
1,006,703

$   (230,146)

(70,859)
(6,505)

(18,633)
(12,036)
(18,362)

3,575
(55,924)

(5,157)
(9,015)

216
(1,215)
5,594

(4,348)
(192,669)

$   183,573

21%
County
Support
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